
LGE in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa: Voting Process 

Every citizen of Pakistan of at least 18 year old, who is qualified under the law and entitled to 

be enrolled as a voter, may cast his/her vote according to his/her choice.  

According to the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Local Government Act, 2013, it is an electoral offence 

to threaten or use any force or violence in order to compel any person to vote or not to vote; 

and to persuade, within a radius of two hundred meters of the polling station, any voter not to 

vote at the election or for a particular candidate. 

The polling starts at 08:00 and continues till 17:00. The voter will take the following steps to 

cast the vote: 

Step 1: Voter will enter the polling booth and proceed to the Polling Officer (PO).  

Step 2: The PO will establish the identity of the voter by checking his/her original National 

Identity Card. PO will also verify the particulars and photograph of the voter from the 

electoral roll and call out the serial number and name of the voter. He/she will apply the 

indelible ink on the cuticle of the right hand thumb of the voter and will refer the voter to the 

first Assistant Presiding Officer (APO) to collect the ballot papers for respective category.  

Step 3: The APO will make 

necessary entries on the counterfoil 

of ballot paper, stamp it with official 

code mark stamp and sign it. 

He/she will also put official code 

mark stamp on the back of the 

ballot paper and sign it before 

handing it over to the voter. The 

second and third APOs will repeat the action with other ballots. The third APO will also hand 

over marking aid stamp to the voter and guide him/her to the voting screen for marking the 

ballot papers in complete secrecy. 

Step 4: Voter, after receiving the ballot papers will go to the voting screen to mark on the 

symbol of candidates of his/her choice. 

Voter will mark seven ballot papers of the following categories: 

 General Members for Village Council / 

Neighbourhood Council 

 General Member of Tehsil Council / Town Council 

 General Member of District / City District Council 

 Women Members of Village and Neighborhood 

Council 

 Youth members of Village / Neighborhood Council 

 Peasants/Workers members of Village / 

Neighborhood Council 

 Non-Muslims members of Village / Neighborhood 

Council 

A ballot paper will not be issued to a voter, if 
he/she: 

 Fails  or  refuses to present original National 
Identity Card 

 Refuses to put thumb impression on the 
counterfoil of the ballot papers/s 

 Refuses to receive personal mark with indelible 
ink or bears traces of such a mark 



Step 5: Voter will put the ballot papers 

into ballot box. 

Step 6: Voter will exit from the booth. 

No person shall be allowed to cast his/her 

vote after the close of polling hours. 

However, those who are present within 

the premises of polling station at the 

closing hour and are waiting for their turn 

shall be allowed to cast their votes. 

All possible facilities should be provided 

to female voters to cast their votes freely 

without any fear or intimidation. Separate 

polling booths for female voters should be 

provided at all polling stations, and only 

female staff should be appointed. 

Appropriate security arrangements should 

also be made at and outside polling stations. 

Special cases: Tendered Votes and Challenged Votes 
 
Tendered Votes 
If a voter comes to vote and has no mark of indelible ink on his thumb but his/her name and 
number have already been marked in the electoral roll as having voted, a tendered ballot 
paper will be issued to such voter. 

 
In case of a tendered vote, the case is presented to the Presiding Officer (PrO), who 
rechecks the entry in the electoral roll to make sure the vote is in fact tendered. Although the 
tendered voter is processed in the normal manner, but the ballot paper is not inserted in the 
ballot box. Instead voter will put the ballots into a special tender ballot paper packet.  
 
Challenged Votes 
Any polling agent / election agent or candidate has the right to challenge the vote of any 
person whom he /she believes is impersonating another voter or has already voted. 
 
The person who challenges the voter will have to deposit a sum of 50 Rupees for each 
challenged vote. In case of a challenged vote, the PrO must obtain any evidence readily 
available to prove whether the accused is guilty of impersonation. If proof is presented then 
voter would not be given a ballot paper and the police would be called to arrest him / her for 
prosecution. If no proof of impersonation is immediately available then the person is treated 
as a challenged voter. Challenged voter will cast his/her vote in  normal manner however the 
ballot paper marked by him/her will not be inserted in the ballot box but kept in a special 
challenged ballot paper packet.  
 


