
marking success for both the 

country and its people. 

General Elections 2013 marked 

a new era of democratic transi-

tion in the history of Pakistan. 

The voter turnout of 55.02% 

remained the highest since 1970 

elections. It was the first time in 

the history of Pakistan that one 

democratic government, after 

completion of full five year 

term, handed over the power 

to another elected government.  

Despite many uncertainties, 

Nawaz Sharif became the Prime 

Minister of the state, with Paki-

stan Muslim league securing 

14.86 million votes, followed by 

Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf with 

7.67 million votes. The oath 

taking ceremony of the MNAs 

took place under the admin-

istration of Dr. Fehmida Mirza. 

Soon after the new government 

took over charge, Budget 2013-

14 was presented in the Na-

tional and provincial assemblies.  

Despite many odds in the elec-

tions, democracy managed to 

sustain in the country, thus 

The kinfolks of top political 

leaders have once again suc-

ceeded in grabbing huge 

share of reserved seats in 

National and Provincial As-

semblies. Some of them man-

aged to achieve positions 

without actually winning the 

elections.  

http://tribune.com.pk/

story/556356/womens-reserved-

seats-top-politicians-spouses-kin-

strike-it-lucky/  
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PILDAT suggests ECP to intro-

duce electronic voting ma-

chines  

The Pakistan Institute for Legislative 

Development and Transparency on 

Thursday suggested the Election 

Commission of Pakistan to intro-

duce electronic voting machines 

from the next elections.http://

images.thenews.com.pk/31-05-

2013/ethenews/e-180962.htm  

Newly elected MNAs take oath in 

Pakistan’s 14th National Assem-

bly. PHOTO: APP  
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the opposition parties 

on Friday promised 

all-out support to the 

Pakistan Tehrik-i-

Insaf-led coalition 

government but 

reminded it at the 

same time of realising 

its promise of brining 

about a change in the 

province. 

Opposition reminds PTI of promised change 

First civilian transition, at last  

Role of ROs in polls questioned 
ISLAMABAD, May 30: Terming 

the elections 2013 significantly 

better than the previous ones, 

a civil society organization on 

Thursday, however, said the 

role of returning officers 

(ROs) remained questionable 

in some areas from where the 

actual results did not reach the 

Election Commission of Paki-

stan (ECP). 

 

Pildat termed the general elec-

tions 2013 technically better 

than the previous ones. The 

 worst ever in the history of 

Pakistan and the other claiming 

these were the best one.  

 

Read More: 

http://x.dawn.com/2013/05/31/

role-of-ros-in-polls-questioned

-2/  

Nawaz Sharif, president of the 

victorious PML-N, sat only 

inches away from the prime 

minister’s seat he is to take 

with his certain election to the 

office four days later after 

more than 13 years of political 

wilderness. 

Islamabad, June 1: On the 

surface, it was all cordiality and 

little rancor about the May 11 

elections as the new elected 

National assembly was formally 

born with an oath on Saturday, 

heralding the return of a po-

tentially thumping rightist rule. 

Read More: 

http://epaper.dawn.com/

DetailNews.php?

Story-

Text=02_06_2013_001_005 

ing about a change in the prov-

ince. 

Parliamentary leaders of the 

opposition parties termed 

election of the new chief minis-

ter and transition of power 

from one elected government 

to another a historic event and 

declared it `victory for democ-

racy and democratic forces of 

the country` Mr Khattak of PTI 

got 84 votes against Jamiat Ule-

ma-i-Islam-Fazl candidate Maula-

na Lutfur Rehman, who secured 

a total of 37 votes. 

Read More: 

http://epaper.dawn.com/

~epaper/DetailImage.php?

Story-

Image=01_06_2013_005_006  

PESHAWAR, May 31: Wel-

coming the election of Pervez 

Khattak as the new Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa chief minister, 

the opposition parties on Fri-

day promised all-out support 

to the Pakistan Tehrik-i-Insaf-

led coalition government but 

reminded it at the same time 

of realising its promise of brin-

D E M O C R A C Y  V I B E S  

‘quality of election’ during pre

-poll phase was rated at 62 

per cent and that on the poll-

ing day and post-poll phase at 

47 per cent and 68 per cent, 

respectively. 

 

Ahmed Bilal Mehboob, the 

secretary general of Pildat, 

while launching its report, 

“Assessment of the quality of 

general elections 2013”, said 

there had been two different 

views about the polls: one 

saying that it had been the 
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ON cue from Mahmood Khan 

Achakzai’s speech in the National 

Assembly on Monday, a sentiment 

is resonating in the country for the 

establishment of a solid democratic 

order free of dictators and their 

cohorts among politicians. The 

PkMAP chief wanted political par-

ties to shut their doors forever on 

those who have betrayed democra-

cy. 

The underlying desire in parliament 

is for the politicians to be allowed 

to run the affairs of the country — 

a job for which they are elected by 

the people and for which it is ulti-

mately the electorate that must 

hold them accountable. The coun-

try’s first smooth transition from 

one elected government to another 

is a good occasion for making this 

vow.  

Read More: 

http://x.dawn.com/2013/06/05/

democracy-speaks-no-room-for-

dictators/  

other financial institutions to start 

returning foreign debts. 

  

“We will have to engage the IMF 

and other financial institutions to 

ensure the return of foreign loans 

taken by the last government,” 

Ishaq Dar said while winding up the 

debate on the federal budget for 

the year 2013-2014 said. 

ISLAMABAD: Finance Minister 

Senator Ishaq Dar on Saturday said 

that the government would not 

decrease the rate of General Sales 

Tax (GST) from 17 percent, as 

proposed in the budget. 

 

He said that the government would 

have to look towards the Interna-

tional Monetary Fund (IMF) and 

 

Read More: 

http://www.thenews.com.pk/

Todays-News-13-23668-GST-

to-stay-put-at-17pc-Dar  

Each time the war came to Afghani-

stan, whether in the 1980’s or in 

the 2000’s, Pakistan suffered tre-

mendously. The past decade has 

been the most stringent for Paki-

stan. From being a peaceful coun-

try, Pakistan was pushed into the 

throes of terrorism. Terrorist inci-

dents were a rare phenomenon in 

Pakistan before 9/11.A few terror-

ist incidents took place with sec-

tarian undertones with involvement 

of foreign hands.   

 

Read More: 

http://www.turkishweekly.net/

news/151809/defying-the-odds-

pakistan-39-s-pursuit-for-

democracy.html  

Pakistan continues to surprise eve-

rybody. While the world was busy 

writing a requiem for Pakistan, 

lamenting it a hub of extremists and 

militants; Pakistanis proved the 

opposite. It is a nation that has 

stood up to the gravest challenges: 

rule of the military regimes and 

corrupt and incompetent elected 

governments; natural catastrophes; 

and most importantly terrorism. 

Defying the odds: Pakistan's pursuit for democracy  

GST to stay put at 17pc: Dar  

Federal Minister, Ishaq Dar 

Thenews.com.pk 

The past decade 

has been the 

most stringent 

for Pakistan. 

From being a 

peaceful 

country, Pakistan 

was pushed into 

the throes of 

terrorism. 
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