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Women’s vote
IN a country that gave
the Muslim world its first
woman prime minister, it
is surprising to see opposition to measures designed to bring out the
women’s vote. A proposal to order re-election
in
any
constituency
where women have cast
less than 10pc of the vote
has been under discus-

sion for a while now, but
is being resisted by the
JUI-F and the Jamaat-iIslami. Both parties claim
the proposal amounts to
“forcing women to vote”
and such mandatory
measures should be
avoided. But in a country
like Pakistan, where it is
so important to increase
women’s political partici-

pation and where their
right to vote is not always respected, it makes
perfect sense for there to
be a requirement that a
minimum threshold of
women’s votes be present in any election for it
to be considered fair and
representative. We need
more robust assurances
Read More

Incomplete census
THE fact that a census is
finally going to take place
this year after a gap of
almost two decades is
welcome news, but it is
disappointing to note
that the data being collected will be incomplete.
The exercise is conceived
as little more than a head
count, with other vital
demographic data to be
collected later in the year

according to the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics, “if
we are given permission”. The data left out of
the picture includes district of birth, previous
district of residence, duration of residence at
present location, educational attainment and
information related to
fertility. Whereas a census can be narrowly con-

ceived as nothing more
than a head count, along
with rudimentary data
on mother tongue, literacy and nationality, the
inclusion of the kind of
questions which will not
be asked would have
made the exercise more
meaningful — especially
if the data collected is to
be used for calculating
Read More

Out of court
In passing the Alternate
Dispute Resolution Bill,
2017, the National Assembly is trying to codify
– and hopefully improve
– a system that is already

in wide practice informally. In theory, ADRs
are meant to arbitrate
disputes in a speedier
and less expensive manner than regular courts.

They have the added
benefit, especially applicable in Pakistan, of unclogging an overburdened judicial
Read More
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Our right to know
The public’s right to
know what is being done
by the government in its
name is enshrined in the
18th Amendment as a
fundamental right but
the legislation underpinning it – the Freedom of
Information Ordinance –
originally passed in the
Musharraf era, serves
more to shield the gov-

ernment than reveal its
abuses. For years, there
have been failed attempts to pass a stronger
bill. In 2013, the Senate
approved the Right to
Information Act but it
was allowed to lapse
when the PML-N government didn’t introduce it
in the National Assembly.
Now, a Senate standing

committee has once
again voted in favour of a
strong RTI bill. If this RTI
bill is passed and implemented, it has the potential to lead to a more empowered
citizenry.
Unlike the current Freedom of Information ordinance, this law will not
allow the state to use
Read More

Hindu marriage law
‘To make democracy
work, we must be a
nation of participants,
not simply observers.
One who does not vote
has no right to complain’.
Louis L'Amour, American Author

For the first time in Pakistan’s history, the two
million or so Hindus living in the country will
have a personal law to
document marriages and
separations. The ‘Hindu
Marriage Bill 2017’ was
passed by the Senate

unanimously on Friday
and is expected to be
signed into a law by the
president next week. The
bill, which applies to Hindus in Punjab, Balochistan
and
Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, had already been passed by the

National Assembly in
September 2015. Sindh,
which houses the largest
number of Hindus in the
country, already has a
personal law for the
community.
Read More

Delayed reforms
It was the government
that formed the FATA
reforms committee and
touted its proposed
merger with Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and now it
is the government which
seems to be backing
away from it. The last
meeting of the federal
cabinet had approval of
the reforms package on
its agenda but it was
suddenly dropped with-

out explanation. This led
to a protest in the National Assembly from
FATA MNAs from all parties, with Shahabuddin
Khan of the PML-N tying
a black gag around his
mouth. This is a powerful symbol of the way the
people of FATA have
been treated not just
through this process but
throughout
Pakistan’s
history. The only people

who were not represented in the reforms
committee were the residents of FATA itself and
it is they who should be
allowed to decide on
their future. Even though
the reforms package was
not devised by the people of FATA, it did at
least propose merging
the tribal areas with
Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa,
bringing them
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Counting PWDs in census impossible due to unavailability of disability column in main form
Main census form developed by
the government does not carry a
disability column making it impossible to count the number of
Persons with Disability (PWDs)
during the upcoming census.

The concern was raised at a press
conference organized by the Special Talent Exchange (STEP) under the platform of Aging Disability Task Force (ADTF). The task
force includes STEP, Sightsavers,

Handicap International, CBM,
HelpAge International, LCDDP,
Milestone and ASHA and Launch
of a Campaign ‘Do Count
Us’ (Hamain Shumar Karo).
Read More

‘Voters' rights and responsibilities-A documentary
Pakvoter learning resources carries a section titled, documentary. It contains ‘Voters' rights
and responsibilities-A documentary’. The documentary
describes the importance of vote
and responsibilities of voters. It

provides expert opinion of intelligentsia, educationists, media persons, social thinkers and common citizens including students
and youth and covers all the aspects from registration of vote to
selection of candidates, reference

to party manifesto, past performance of a candidate and how an
intelligent voting choice can be
exercised keeping in view all
these factors.
View Complete Section

Pakvoter Activities
Date of Events: 14th and 17th February, 2017
Venues: Chenab College, Jhang and Ghazali Degree College Jhang
Type of Event: Introductory sessions with students
Total 85 students were briefed about the Pak Voter
website. A visual presentation of Pak Voter was
screened to students. Students were introduced with
different sections of the website in detail.
Date of Event: February, 2017
Venue: Jhang City
Type of Event: Brochure Distribution
Pakvoter brochures and stikers were distributed among Journalists, persons from
academia, CSOs, general public and students. This activity helped to raise awareness
about importance of vote and democracy at mass level.
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